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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to 
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marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter 
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS 
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1 . Name of Property 

historic name Independence Park 
other names/site number Park #83 

2. Location 



street & number 


3945 N. Springfield Avenue 


- 


Not for publication 


city or town 


Chicago 


- 


vicinity 


state Illinois 


code IL county Cook 


code 031 


zip code 60618 



3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this <?r~~ 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 

Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 

property ^ meets doe? not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

nationally statewide V mcally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official Date 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See 

continuation sheet for additional comments.) 



Signature of commenting or other official 



Date 



State or Federal agency and bureau 



American Indian Tribe 








Independence Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



4. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered in the National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 

National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 

National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 



5. Classification 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

private 

X public-local 

public-State 

public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

building(s) 

X district 

site 

structure 

object 

Number of Resources within Property FIX 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 
Contributing Noncontributing 

3 buildings 

1 sites 

2 6 structures 

4 objects 

6 10 Total 



Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District 



Independence Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



6. Function or Use 



Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

LANDSCAPE/ park 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/ outdoor recreation 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility 
OTHER/ field house 



Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

LANDSCAPE/ park 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/ outdoor recreation 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility 
OTHER/ field house 



7, Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE 19 th and 20 th CENTURY REVIVALS/ 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation Concrete 

Roof Asphalt 

Walls Brick 

other Vegetation 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 



See continuation sheets 





Independence Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark ''X'' in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a gTave. 

Da cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Entertainment/ Recreation 
Social History 
Architecture 

Period of Significance 1903 to 1958 Significant Dates 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A 
Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder Hatzfeld and Knox, architects 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 

See continuation Sheets 



Independence Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



9. Ma jor Bibliographical References 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 

Federal agency 

Local government 

University 

_X_ Other 

Name of repository Chicago Park District 



10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 7. 16 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 3 

2 4 

X See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 



See continuation sheets 




Independence Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Julia S. Bachrach, Planning Supervisor and Ally Gumbiner, Intern 
organization Chicago Park District date June 16, 2008 

street & number 541 N. Fairbanks Ave. telephone (312)742-4698 

city or town Chicago state IL zip code 60611 



Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 



Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Timothy J. Mitchell, General Supt. and CEO, Chicago Park District 
street & number 541 N. Fairbanks telephone 

city or town Chicago state IL zip code 606 1 1 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places 
to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this 
request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 1 8.1 hours per response including the time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, 
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-001 8), Washington, 
DC 20503. 
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Narrative Description 

Independence Park is a 7.86 acre site located at 3945 N. Springfield Ave. on the northwest side of 
Chicago. The site was created by the Irving Park District which had formed in 1910 and was one of 22 park 
commissions consolidated into Chicago Park District in 1934. Beginning in 1903, residents of the Irving Park 
community had begun a long tradition of celebrating Independence Day on this site, which explains the 
derivation of the park’s name. The Irving Park District hired Hatzfeld and Knox to design a brick field house 
two years after the 191 1 acquisition of the ceremonial land. In 1929, park commissioners enlarged the park to 
the east. This included acquiring a brick bungalow designed by Benedict Bruns to be used as a women’s 
reception building. Park improvements persisted thereafter. 

The Irving Park neighborhood was established in the 1 800s, as transportation allowed German, Polish, 
Scandinavian, and Norwegian immigrants to move into the northwestern part of the city. The area was (and still 
is) characterized by its large Victorian homes, American four-squares, and brick bungalows. Independence 
Park has grown with its neighborhood and retains its historical integrity rooted in the early 20 ,h century. 

Independence Park is composed of many contributing resources which date to its period of significance, 
including the parks landscape. The site consists of 16 resources: 6 contributing and 10 non-contributing. The 
contributing resources include all three of the park’s buildings, three structures, and the entire landscape. The 
non-contributing resources include several minor structures that are not visually intrusive and two objects 
installed after 1958. The property has good integrity as represented by these resources, warranting its inclusion 
in the National Register of Historic Places. In order to demonstrate this, three corresponding plans will be used 
as a part of this nomination to describe the progression of the site as it has adapted to the surrounding 
community: a 1938 Topographical Survey and General Plan [A], a 1954 Landscape Design Rehabilitation Plan 
(based on a 1948 design) [B], and a 1984 Chicago Park District Plot Plan [C]. 

The Independence Park field house [1] is located on the west side of the park, on N. Springfield Avenue, 
at the foot of W. Dakin St. [A, B, C], It was the first structure commissioned for the park by Irving Park 
District commissioners in 1913. The following year, architects Hatzfeld and Knox, completed the stately brick 
building, which had an indoor swimming pool, a gymnasium, locker rooms, a branch library room, a clubroom, 
and an auditorium. The building quickly became a major hub of neighborhood activity. It continues to provide 
many of its original functions and remains the cultural and recreational center of the park and surrounding 
neighborhood. 

Hatzfeld and Knox designed the building in the Classical Revival style which is conveyed through its 
symmetrical layout, monumental arched openings, grand stairways and balconies. The building also 
incorporates some aspects of the Prairie style such as its emphasis on horizontality, patterned brickwork and 
hipped roofs clad in ceramic tiles, and with broad overhanging eaves. 




NPS Form 10-900-a 
( 8 - 86 ) 



OMBNo. 1024-0018 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 7 Page 2 



Independence Park, Cook County 



The field house is cruciform in plan with a two-story center pavilion, flanked by two one-and-a-half 
story wings that are recessed. The building is composed of red brick with intersecting hipped roofs clad in 
original Spanish ceramic tile. The two main entrances to the building are along the east and west facades of the 
center pavilion which works as a transept, separating it from the two outer wings of the building. 

The east fa?ade of the field house faces the park. Concrete steps lead up to three grand arched bays, 
with a three-door entrance to the building located within the center arch. Four brick concrete posts divide the 
two sets of steps leading to the building’s front terrace. Two shallow Prairie style ums [2] sit on top of the two 
outer posts. Created in 1990, these replacement ums strongly resemble the original Prairie Style planters which 
had been in the same location (There were also a pair flanking the west entry, but those were not reproduced.) 
Standing on top of the two inner brick posts are original lighting fixtures with 4 globes, in front of the center 
bay. Historically, a brick and limestone knee wall extended between the two inner posts. This was later 
replaced with a fence composed of metal tubing. 

The northernmost bay contains 3 tall, narrow, double-hung windows. In contrast, the southernmost bay 
exhibits 3 small square windows above patterned brickwork. The arch of each bay is framed by two cut 
limestone details, depicting foliate motifs. Pairs of wood brackets also flank each bay, supporting the balcony 
above. The wooden railing of this second story balcony, which extends across all three bays, is embellished 
with a “Y”-shaped motif. The “Y” is the municipal Chicago symbol which represents the North and South 
branches of the Chicago River. 

At the second-story level of the east faipade, behind the balcony and directly above each of the three 
doorways below, are three rectangular window bays. Square stationary transoms with a union-jack motif are 
just above each of the three windows in each of the three bays (nine in total). Horizontal strips of patterned 
brick mn the length of each bay. In the center of the patterned brick is a diamond-shaped limestone foliate 
motif, echoing those which flank the arched portal bays below. Two identical patterned brick segments, with a 
diamond-shaped limestone detail, were placed vertically on either side of the three rectangular bays. Just below 
the porch, down another level of cement steps, a recessed doorway leads to the basement of the field house 
which underlies the entire stmcture. 

The north and south wings of the building look nearly identical along their east and west facades. Six 
large rectangles of patterned brick are topped with arched, 3-paned transom windows on both the east and west 
facades. Identical wood brackets support the slightly-overhanging gabled roof. The north wing, which contains 
the gymnasium, has three small square windows at ground level below each of the rectangular bays. There is a 
door leading to the pool area at the southernmost bay of the south wing. 
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The west fa?ade of the center pavilion, which faces out onto N. Springfield Ave., is quite similar to the 
east fa?ade, with a few exceptions. The west facade’s entry terrace is has two brick posts which flank a single 
set of concrete steps instead of the four brick posts that flank two sets of steps leading to the east fafade. 

Another difference is that the second story balcony is not repeated here. Instead, there is a horizontal band of 
brickwork visually divides the first and second stories. There is a wooden ramp on the south side of the west 
facades entranceway. In addition, a brick chimney rises up on the south side of the building’s transept, where 
the center meets the south wing. Originally, a small greenhouse extended off the south wing of the building, but 
it was removed by 1970. 

The building’s interior retains excellent integrity. The field house continues to provide all of its original 
functions as a recreational center, except for the public library that moved out of the building in 1928. The 
structure retains many fine interior features including decorative flooring and Anaglypta embossed wallpaper in 
the recreation center’s foyer; glazed brick walls in the indoor pool space; exposed rafters in the gymnasium; 
many original windows and fine wood trim throughout. The auditorium is particularly lovely with its 
ornamental plaster molding throughout the room and similar details embellishing the area surrounding the 
room’s historic stage. Centered on the upper portion of the stage’s rear wall is a sculptural eagle on a shield. 

All of these elements are painted a shade of blue-gray. The room also includes a 1937 painting by Max R. 
Decker entitled May the Spirit of 1776 Live On. Consistent with the park’s name, the painting depicts a 
patriotic scene with an allegorical female figure, an early American flag (with stars that reflect the thirteen 
original colonies), and a Revolutionary war soldier. 

The park’s walkway system [3] helps define its overall design. Although some program elements have 
changed with the neighborhood’s needs over the years, the circulation system has remained intact, contributing 
to the landscape’s historical integrity. The city sidewalks along N. Springfield Ave., W. Irving Park Blvd., N. 
Hamlin Ave., and W. Byron St. have all been maintained and form the perimeter of the park. The original 
inner-park paths, which were likely first composed of crushed gravel, were paved with concrete in 1968 as a 
modern adaptation. Most of these still follow the original configurations. 

A U-shaped walkway curves from the east faijade of the field house, around the park’s athletic field 
which provides two softball diamonds. The existing athletic field [4] was constructed in the center of the park’s 
landscape in 1949. Although there was a ball field in this area in the park's original design, by 1930, a sunken 
garden had replaced it in the center of the park [A], (At the time, there was also a small playfield on the 
southwest side of the park.) This garden, which existed between the late 1920s and 1949, contained beautifully 
orchestrated paths, flower beds, a reflecting pool, a cannon, a flagpole, two small round garden shelters, and a 
raised area on the east end of the garden with a pergola and benches. After area residents submitted a petition 
requesting a more extensive field, a plan drawn in 1948 [B] was executed to install the new athletic field with 




10-900-a 

( 8 - 86 ) 



OMB No. 1024-0018 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 7 Page 4 



Independence Park, Cook County 



two softball diamonds: one facing northeast; and the other facing southwest. This arrangement remains 
consistent today, as does the U-shaped walkway surrounding the fields. 

This ‘U’ is met with another semicircular path [5] at the raised area east of the old sunken garden. A 
series of small steps formerly led up to a pergola on the north, south, and east sides to an extensive pergola with 
benches that curved around a prominent flagpole [6], Just west of the raised area and pergola, the garden 
included the park’s name written out in large letters made of concrete surrounded by lawn. Although many of 
the garden features, including the pergola, are no longer extant, the elevated site, configuration of the path, 
flagpole, and concrete letters heralding the name Independence Park still remain. Benches facing the flagpole 
arc along the semicircular pathway. 

An east-west path extends east from the semicircular path [5] to Hamlin Avenue, bisecting the eastern 
perimeter landscape [7], Flanking the semicircular path on the north and south are two triangular plots formed 
by the network of paths. These also date to the period in which the garden was in the park. Today, the eastern 
perimeter area [7] remains a passive landscape, with many shrubs and historic canopy trees planted in a 
naturalistic manner. Numerous new trees are being planted in this area in the summer of 2008. This is an 
improvement is consistent with the area’s historic appearance and enhances the integrity of the landscape. 

The south side of the park has several recreational features: a playground, Women’s Club Building and 
garage, tennis courts, and youth softball field. Like many of the other paths, the ones edging the playground 
date to the 1940s [B]. There was a playground in this location [8] in the 1930s [A], It was one of 3 
playgrounds in the park at that time. However, by 1950, when the athletic field replaced the sunken garden, 
playgrounds on the west side of the park were reconstructed and the one here was removed [B], In 1988, when 
the Chicago Park District was replacing old playgrounds, a new one was constructed at this location [C]. It was 
updated in 1999 with the existing soft-surface structure. 

South of the playground stands a brick bungalow [9] that became the Women’s Club Building after the 
home was acquired by Irving Park District commissioners in 1 929. The American Craftsman style single- 
family bungalow was designed by architect Benedict Bruns, in 1919, with Spanish Mission elements. The 
exterior walls are made of yellow, wire cut brick with limestone details. The roof, composed of intersecting 
hipped and gabled configuration, is clad in red Spanish ceramic tiles. Wide steps lead up to a porch and 
recessed doorway on the east side of the bungalow, facing North Hamlin Avenue. Another porch extends from 
the south side, the secondary entrance, of the building. On the north side, a recently constructed wooden ramp 
leads from a door on the north fa9ade of the building to a driveway in front of the garage [10], The small tan 
brick garage [10] was part of the original construction of the bungalow in 1920, and also acquired in 1929. It is 
a two-car garage with a gabled roof that is currently in need of repair. 
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Directly west of the bungalow are four tennis courts [11] which, though re-paved, have been in the same 
location throughout the park’s lifetime. Fencing surrounds the courts, dividing them from the bungalow, the 
playground, and Byron Street. Around 1930, some horseshoe courts were added to the west of the tennis courts, 
however; these were later removed. There is a small memorial marker [12] dedicated to Charles A. Karavitch 
(1960 -1994) located just north of the tennis courts and east of the playground. This was dedicated in 1995. In 
the southwest comer of the park, west of the courts, is a youth softball field [13]. Though reoriented several 
times, a softball field has existed on this plot since its earliest designs [A, B], The current configuration was 
orchestrated in 1970. 

Just north of the youth softball field (south of the field house), is paved play area [14]. Historically, 
there was a small playground here with a handsome wooden pergola — an open shelter for seating [B]. 

Designed by Hatzfeld and Knox, this structure formed the eastern edge of the playground. It remained in place 
until 1970, when it was razed and a a basketball court was installed in this area [14], Although the basketball 
court was removed in the 1990s, the paved area remains and is used as a play slab and a small parking lot. 

Originally, the area on the north side of the field house adjacent to N. Springfield Ave. also contained a 
playground, which was known as the “tot lot.” (By the 1930s, there were a total of three playgrounds in the 
park [A], This pergola matching the one in the south playground formed the easternmost edge of this area until 
1970, when both were demolished. The “tot lot” historically also contained two sandboxes and a wading pool. 
In 1 969, the rectangular wading pool was replaced with a circular spray pool [15], which remains today. The 
1960s project included the installation of sculptural concrete dolphin [16] which also remains today. In 1993, 
the “tot lot” was converted into a parking lot [ 1 8] which is now adjacent to the spray pool and dolphin. These 
two areas are enclosed with black metal fencing [17]. Installed in 1998, the fencing extends all along the north 
and west borders of the park. At the northeast comer of the park, facing Irving Park Rd., the black fencing 
flanks a bus shelter that was recently constructed by the Chicago Transit Authority [19]. 

Today, Independence Park retains a great deal of historic integrity. The park and field house continue to 
provide many of the same activities as they did decades ago, while also adapting to the modem needs of the 
community. The landscape retains many original walkways, historic trees, topography, athletic areas, and the 
unique paving that spells out the park’s name. Although the original pergolas did not survive, the park’s 
historic buildings convey strong integrity. In fact, both the field house and bungalow retain a significant 
amount of historic fabric including their original Spanish ceramic tile roofs. There is a concerted effort under 
way to preserve the bungalow in a manner that will not only enhance its historic integrity but will also provide a 
model for environmentally friendly technologies. It is clear that Independence Park is becoming model site for 
the historic preservation movement of the 21 st century. 
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Independence Park List of Historic Resources 

Contributing Resources Non-contributing Resources 



Buildings 

Field House (1) 

Bungalow (9) 

Garage (10) 



Sites 



Landscape- which includes walkways (3), 

Raised area with semi-circular path and pavement 
spelling the name Independence Park (5) 

Softball fields (4), perimeter lawn (7), 
and youth softball field (13) 



Structures 



Tennis Courts (1 1) Playground (8) 

Flagpole (6) Spray pool (15) 

Ornamental Fencing (17) 
Parking Lots (14, 18) 
CTA shelter (19) 



Objects 



Two Reconstructed Planters (2) 
Concrete dolphin sculpture (16) 
Memorial Boulder (12) 
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Statement of Significance 

Independence Park meets Criterion A and Criterion C for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The property is locally significant as part of an early 20 ,h century movement to create breathing spaces 
with recreational facilities on Chicago’s northwest side. During the early 1900s, members of the Irving Park 
community began holding large and festive Independence Day celebrations in an open area near Irving Park 
Blvd. (later renamed Irving Park Rd.) and N. Springfield Ave. These early residents soon began efforts to 
establish a permanent public park for their growing middle-class neighborhood. In 1910, local residents formed 
the Irving Park District, one of the first independent park commissions on Chicago’s northwest side. After 
acquiring the Fourth of July grounds, the Irving Park District hired architects Hatzfeld and Knox to design a 
handsome brick field house for the park. In 1929, the park commissioners enlarged the park through land 
acquisition, and an existing brick bungalow designed by architect Benedict Bruns was retained as the park’s 
Women’s Club Building. Improvements to the park and significant events in the property’s social history 
continued after the consolidation of the Irving Park District into the Chicago Park District in 1934. 

This property qualifies for listing on the National Register under the multiple documentation form, “The 
Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District.” The property is significant during a period spanning from 
1903 when the grounds were first used for the annual Independence Day Celebration to 1958, the current fifty- 
year cut-off date for the National Register of Historic Places. The property meets with the following areas of 
significance: Entertainment/ Recreation, Social History, and Architecture. 

Located eight miles northwest of the loop, the Irving Park community began to develop in the 1870s 
after the Chicago and North Western Railroad agreed to build train stops in the area. “Named after Washington 
Irving, the village was originally called Irvington, but was later renamed Irving Park.” 1 The area’s original 
developers built mansions and fine homes during the 1870s. The commuter suburb represented an attractive 
and safe haven after the Great Fire of 1871, spurring many Chicagoans to relocate here. Irving Park was part of 
Jefferson Township, which was annexed to Chicago in 1889, along with several other suburban areas such as 
Lake View, Lake and Hyde Park Townships. This 1889 initiative proved to be the city’s largest single 
annexation with the addition of 125 square miles of property and 225,000 additional people. At the time, this 
made Chicago the nation’s largest city by area and second in population. 2 

By the early 1900s, the area had good transportation, shops, schools, and attractive homes. “A 
residential boom between 1895 and 1914 added more than 5,000 new buildings, of which 1,200 were 
multifamily residents.” 3 The area had many civic groups, clubs, and organizations including the Irving Park 
Women’s Club which had formed in the 1880s, the Woman’s Relief Corps, the Irving Park Improvement Club, 



' Chicago Fact Book Consortium, Local Community Fact Book, Local Community Fact Book Chicago Metropolitan Area Based on 
the 1970 and 1980 Censuses. University of Illinois at Chicago, 1984. p. 41. 

2 Louis P. Cain, “Annexation,” The Encyclopedia of Chicago History , University of Chicago Press, 2004, p. 22. 

3 Marilyn Elizabeth Perry, “Irving Park,” The Encyclopedia of Chicago History, University of Chicago Press, 2004, p.428. 



